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Bringing together 100 years of captivating imagery as well as intimate story-
telling and history, local artists Corwin Levi and Michelle Aldredge pay hom-
age to the mountain that stands alone in their new exhibit, “100 Views of Mt. 

Monadnock.” The installation displays 100 postcards capturing the many different 
faces of Monadnock, and the chronological images span the decades, ranging from 
1900 to 1995.
“I think all of us who live near the mountain - it’s just always ever present,” Aldredge says, 
explaining why she and Levi chose Monadnock as the focus for this contemporary art en-
deavor. Levi, who moved to New Hampshire only recently, says, “I wake up every day and 
see the mountain out the window.” He feels like the exhibit is not only a way to continue 
the tradition of artists who have gone before in conveying the mountain’s distinctive 
personality, but also a way to tap into the community.
Aldredge, who has taken many photos of the mountain over the years, had long toyed 
with the idea of working it into a project. She was inspired by Japanese artist, Katsu-
shika Hokusai’s, famous “Views of Mount Fuji” series and considered riffing off that 
in some way. Fuji is the world’s most climbed mountain, and Monadnock is the second 

most climbed, so revisiting the history of each in a similar way seemed appropriate. But 
Aldredge recalls: “I hadn’t quite figured out the answers.”
The unique approach she and Levi ended up using was sparked by their mutual love for 
antiquing. While browsing through shops, they came across several vintage postcards 
bearing Monadnock’s steady countenance. Once they became invested, they also started 
scouring eBay, where they made some wonderful finds. A couple of the cards even came 
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from as far as Switzerland and Austria. “There’s something 

special about a card being here and then going out in the 

world and then coming home again,”  Aldredge says.

As the project evolved, they determined they would only 

use postmarked cards. “We both came up with the idea of 

including text from the back,” Aldredge explains. The way 

in which they accomplished that was a testament to their 

dynamic, collaborative relationship as artists. “I came up 

with the idea of using some old library catalog cards,” 

Aldredge says. She decided to hand-type excerpts on each 

one and planned to use a significant amount of text. But 

Levi advocated for one sentence or less, telling her, “People 

like mystery.” Aldredge admits he was totally right; it 

gave the exhibit just the right effect. And Levi notes that 

the text never would have come together the way it did 

without his counterpart. “The two of us together are always 

going to be smarter than just one,” he laughs.

The tale the exhibit tells is remarkable. “There were just so 

many amazing text messages because they span out over 

100 years, so the way of speaking, the stories that people 

told…are quite fantastic,” says Levi. On one card from 

1908, a woman wrote: “I wanted to pick blackberries so 

much I bought a pair of pants.” And “auto rides” were also 

mentioned numerous times as the highlight of a trip. Mo-

nadnock’s famous Halfway House, which no longer exists, 

was also a popular feature.

“I was particularly fond of the cards from the earlier part 

of the century,” Aldredge. “There’s one of a woman on the 

side of the mountain in just her long, full skirt and fancy 

blouse and fancy hat. Women of that day, they were deter-

mined to climb that mountain regardless of how difficult it 

was.” She and Levi also discovered several cards with the 

same image of the mountain but different town names. 

“They would just take the card and sell it as a tourist item in 

all these different towns,” Aldredge explains.

The exhibit, which is located at 41 Main Street in Harris-

ville, has received an overwhelmingly positive response. 

Aldredge says, “It just seemed to resonate with people 

across the board.” But knowing the intrigue and adoration 

Monadnock conjures up, that’s no surprise. “I think what 

makes Monadnock special, to me at least, is that it’s singu-

lar. It defines the whole region just by itself,” Levi says.

Upcoming Open Houses will be on Saturday, February 13 

of Saturday, February 20 from 10 to 2. Visitors are also wel-

come by appointment. Contact Michelle Aldredge at press@

gwarlingo.com and find more information at https://www.

facebook.com/events/1717864885115718. 
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